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A. Truth in Plain Clothes (vs. 23-24a): 
 

1. He said to them – Jesus returned to His hometown of Nazareth. As was His custom, He 
went to the synagogue, read the scroll, quoted Isaiah 61:1. After reading, Jesus closed 
the scroll and declared that what was read was fulfilled. Those present spoke well of 
Him. Now seated, Jesus continued teaching the people, who listened keenly, impressed 
by His teachings (Luke 4:14, 22). 
 

a) Jesus was claiming to be the Messiah who could bring the kingdom of God which had 

been promised for so long—but His First Advent was not His time for judgment. The 

crowd was fascinated at His teaching—The eyes of everyone … were fastened on Him 

(Luke 4:20). Jesus’ words plainly stated that the offer of the favorable year of the Lord 

(i.e., the kingdom time) was being made to them through Him (v. 21).1 

b) The question of the villagers shows that they knew nothing of Jesus’ origin, but 

assumed that he was the son of Joseph and Mary by natural birth. As he strengthened 

his claims, they wondered what right he had to do so.2 

 
2. No doubt you will quote this proverb to me - Jesus said to them that He is certain that by 

all means they will make a clear statement expressing their inner thoughts and feelings 
concerning a revealed truth, ‘Physician, heal yourself’. Since Jesus was performing 
miracles in many places, He needed to do the same in His own hometown. They were 
skeptical of His supernatural abilities and wondered why He would not perform miracles 
while among them. 
 

a) Hometown – Nazareth – Although Jesus was born in Bethlehem, He was brought up in 

Nazareth, in Galilee (1:26; 2:39, 51; Mt. 2:23). 

b) The Lord often taught by proverbs or parables. On this occasion, He anticipated that 

the people of Nazareth would demand that He perform the same miracles He had 

done in Capernaum. In verse 24, He states, “No prophet is accepted in his own 

country.” In the following verses, Jesus pointed out not only that He expected 

 
1 Martin, J. A. (1985). Luke. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An 

Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 214). Victor Books. 
2 Pfeiffer, C. F., & Harrison, E. F., eds. (1962). The Wycliffe Bible Commentary: New Testament (Lk 4:22). Moody 

Press. 
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rejection by his own village, but that his greatest ministry might be to the Gentile 

world.3 (John 1:11 – He came to His own and they did not receive Him).  

c) Many times, we demand that Christ perform in the manner we desire before we truly 
trust Him even though we believe what the scriptures say. They liked His teachings (Lk. 
4:14, 22) but could not believe He was the Messiah until He performed miracles 
among them. 

 
3. Whatever we heard was done in Capernaum, do it here – After Jesus declared that the 

prophecy of Isaiah 61:1 was fulfilled in Him, the people of His hometown wanted 
evidence before they were willing to believe. 
 

a) Having heard Jesus speak, the people expect that he will now go on to do mighty 

works, but in fact since his words have not met with faith Jesus cannot go on to 

perform signs. He will not perform signs to satisfy human jealousy or lack of faith. 

Rather, he sees a further proverb fulfilled in Nazareth.4 

 
4. Whatever we heard was done in Capernaum, do it here – People often desire 

supernatural revelations of God before they are willing to believe in Him, rather than 
simply trust in His Word alone.  

5. Whatever we heard was done in Capernaum, do it here – The people of Nazareth 
struggled to trust Christ because they were familiar with Him growing up. In contrast, 
we often struggle to trust Him even though He has fully revealed Himself. 

6. He said, truly I say – Jesus continued speaking to them, making it clear, because of their 
visible response to Him, that no prophet (notice He did not call Himself the Messiah, or “I 
am that I am”) is received well in the place He grew up. 

 
a) Jesus disappoints these growing expectations. The irony here is that the word 

“acceptable” (dektos) in this verse is the same word found in v. 19, in which Isa. 61:2 is 
quoted. The prophet who is to announce the “acceptable” year of the Lord is himself 
not “acceptable” to his own people (compare John 1:10–11). Underlying this 
expression is the long tradition of the rejected, persecuted, and martyred prophets of 
Israel. Those prophets who spoke the word of God often found themselves out of 
favor or “unacceptable” to the ruling political and religious establishments of their 
times. Instead of proclaiming what the authorities wanted to hear, the prophets of old 
spoke what God wanted said. Jesus’ words here, and in Luke 13:34, reflect a Jewish 
tradition that Israel has routinely rejected and persecuted the prophets (2 Chron. 
36:15–16; Pss. 78, 105, 106; Lam. 4:13; Acts 7:51–53). 5 

 

 
3 Pfeiffer, C. F., & Harrison, E. F., eds. (1962). The Wycliffe Bible Commentary: New Testament (Lk 4:23). Moody 

Press. 
4 Marshall, I. H. (1978). The Gospel of Luke: a commentary on the Greek text (p. 187). Paternoster Press. 
5 Evans, C. A. (2003). The Bible Knowledge Background Commentary: Matthew–Luke (C. A. Evans & C. A. 

Bubeck, Eds.; First Edition, p. 289). David C Cook. 
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7. I say to you in truth - Christ repeatedly emphasizes that what He is saying is fully aligned 
with the divine will of God.  He is not just communicating the will of God; He possesses it. 
God’s will is not something outside of Him; it is who He is by nature. 

 
a) “The truth” is literally Amen, which can be translated “verily/truly.” This expression is 

found singularly or doubly over seventy times in the Gospels and only on Jesus’ lips. It 

was used traditionally in Judaism at the end of a statement in order to confirm what 

had been said, but Jesus used it to introduce and stress what follows.6 

b) Jesus affirmed that He was speaking the truth, but their familiarity with His past 

prevented them from believing. As a result, He did not perform any miracles there 

because of their lack of faith. In the same way, how often do our past experiences, 

whether with the church or moments when God did not answer our prayers as 

expected, prevent us from trusting Him in the future.  

c) Our Lord’s message of grace was a blow to the proud Jewish exclusivism of the 

congregation, and they would not repent. Imagine this hometown Boy saying that 

Jews had to be saved by grace just like the pagan Gentiles!7 

 
 
 

B. Tested and Transformed (vs. 25 -30): 
 

1. The widow in Zarephath (1 Kings 17:8-16) – There were many widows in the days of 

Elijah when God withheld the rain for three years and six months because of the 
wickedness of King Ahab, resulting in a severe drought. Yet, the widow of Zarephath was 
willing to risk everything, even her own life and her son’s – when Elijah told her to make 
him a cake with the last of her food. She believed Elijah, obeyed, and God blessed her. 
However, her faith did not mean a life without adversity. Later, her son became sick and 
died, but God, through Elijah, raised him back to life. Her faith in God made her an 
overcomer. 
 

a) Jesus highlights the socially weak (widows) and marginalized (lepers), but His main point 

is that it was non-Jews who accepted two of the Old Testament’s major prophetic signs. 

Sidon and Syria, especially despised regions, are specifically mentioned. By referencing 

these examples, Jesus emphasizes that while Nazareth will reject Him, non-Jews will 

receive Him. Keener, C. S. (1993). The IVP Bible background commentary: New 

Testament (Lk 4:25–27). InterVarsity Press. 

b) Elijah was God’s prophet sent to announce to King Ahab judgment against Israel 

because of the people’s unfaithfulness and worship of Baal. After hiding from Ahab and 

his wicked Queen Jezebel at the brook at Kerith Ravine, God sent him to a widow in 

 
6 Stein, R. H. (1992). Luke (Vol. 24, p. 158). Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
7 Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 1, p. 184). Victor Books. 
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Zarephath on the Phoenician coast north of Israel, between Tyre and Sidon. God’s 

blessings came to the widow (a Gentile) in the form of the miraculous supply of flour 

and oil and subsequently in the raising of her son from the dead.8 

 

2. The widow in Zarephath – Despite the widespread suffering caused by Ahab’s 

wickedness, even impacting God’s great prophet Elijah, whose faith faltered. God 
remained faithful to those who chose to trust Him. This illustrates that our faith, not our 
circumstances, must not define us. 

 
a) In vv. 25–26 Jesus recounts the incident in which Elijah provides an unending supply 

of food for a Gentile widow and her son (1 Kings 17:8–16) and yet makes no such 

provision for any Israelite. In v. 27 Jesus tells of the incident in which Elisha healed 

Naaman the Syrian army officer of the dreaded disease leprosy (2 Kings 5:1–14; see 

Luke 5:12–14). In the minds of his Jewish listeners it was offense enough to be 

reminded that Elijah ministered to a poor Gentile widow, but it was intolerable to be 

oppressed by Roman occupation and then be reminded that Elisha healed a soldier of 

Syria, a country which had oppressed Israel in an earlier time.9 

 
3. There were many lepers in the days of Elisha (2 Kings 5:1-14) – Like in the case of the 

widow of Zarephath during the days of Elijah, so it was with many lepers in the days of 
Elisha. However Naaman, who was a commander in the Syrian army, eventually humbled 
himself and followed the orders of a prophet and dipped himself seven times in the 
Jordan, and was healed. There was nothing magical about the water, and it was the 
worst of the water to go into compared to the others He mentioned (vs. 12). It was his 
willingness to humble himself and obey the Word of God that blessed him to overcome a 
disease which there was no cure. 

 
a) Naaman was a commander in the Syrian army who came to Elisha to be cured of his 

leprosy. Elisha ordered Naaman to wash himself seven times in the Jordan River. 

Naaman reluctantly agreed and was healed. The key to both illustrations is that God 

has at times shown favor to Gentiles even over his people Israel. Such a statement is 

too much for the people of Nazareth, and they attempt to murder Jesus.10 

 
4. There were many lepers in the days of Elisha (2 Kings 5:1-14) – God’s Word is powerful 

(Hebrews 5:14), and it does not return void (Isaiah 55:11). Faith is the activator of God’s 
promises and is essential to receiving His rewards (Hebrews 11:6), for nothing is 
impossible with God (Matt. 19:26; Lk. 1:37). At the same time, it is impossible for God to 

 
8 Arnold, C. E. (2002). Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke (Vol. 1, pp. 

363–364). Zondervan. 
9 Evans, C. A. (2003). The Bible Knowledge Background Commentary: Matthew–Luke (C. A. Evans & C. A. 

Bubeck, Eds.; First Edition, pp. 289–290). David C Cook. 
10 Arnold, C. E. (2002). Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke (Vol. 1, p. 

364). Zondervan. 
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lie (Hebrews 6:18), while Satan’s very nature is to deceive and lie from the beginning 
(John 8:44). 

5. Jesus’s examples – Jesus’s examples in this teaching focused on two Gentiles. The Jews of 
His day had absolutely no respect for Gentiles, yet the Gentiles accepted God’s Word 
more readily. This angered the people of Nazareth. Sometimes church going people are 
the hardest to convince about the truths of scripture.  

 
a) The people initially responded with wonder at Jesus’ preaching but were not willing to 

take it to heart (4:28–30). They would not admit to having hard and faithless hearts 

and thus failed to cry out to God in repentance.11 

b) Jesus’s mention of God helping two non-Israelites (1 Ki. 17:1-5; 2 ki. 5:1-14) reflects 

Luke’s special concern for the Gentiles. Jesus’s point was clear: when Israel rejected 

God’s messenger of redemption, God extended His blessing to the Gentiles.   This 

pattern serves as a warning – if Israel refuses to accept Jesus, God’s redemptive work 

will continue among the Gentiles (Luke 10:13-15; Ro. 9-11). (NASU Notes) 

c) A mob could not legally execute capital punishment in Jewish Palestine; the crowd is 

thus unusually angry—especially to attempt this execution on the sabbath (v. 16). 

Although Nazareth does not appear to have been built on a hill per se, like many 

ancient cities it was set in the hill country, with plenty of jagged rocks and cliffs 

nearby. Stoning began with throwing the criminal over a cliff, then hurling rocks nearly 

the size of one’s head on top of the victim. One aimed for the chest first, but at such a 

distance one’s aim would not be particularly accurate.12 

d) The brow of the hill on which the town was built (4:29). Though there is no obvious 

cliff immediately outside the city, Nazareth is in a hilly area, and various plausible 

locations have been identified. 
 

 
11 Hughes, R. B., & Laney, J. C. (2001). Tyndale concise Bible commentary (p. 446). Tyndale House Publishers. 
12 Keener, C. S. (1993). The IVP Bible background commentary: New Testament (Lk 4:28–29). InterVarsity Press. 
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