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A.Blessed to Bless (vs.9a):

1.

Then the people rejoiced—when everyone involved in bringing their offering to the
temple witnessed the spirit of sacrificial giving among them, they responded with
continual celebration. With no thought of stopping, they kept joyfully expressing
gladness as they gave. Their hearts were united in delight, and they were genuinely
happy to serve the Lord’s house.

a) After donating his personal fortune toward the construction of the temple, David
appealed to the people for their voluntary gifts. The Chronicler appears to model
this moment in David’s life after events in the life of Moses, particularly the call
for offerings in Exodus (25:1-8; 35:4-9, 20-29). Just as the Israelites willingly
responded in Moses’ day to build the tabernacle, so the people in David’s time
gave freely for the temple. In both instances, the work of God moved forward
through the willing and generous hearts of His people.

The writer is giving us “the last words of David” (1 Chron. 23:27) as well as the last works
of David as he prepared Solomon and the people for the building of the temple. What a
wonderful thing that David sought to build a temple to the glory of God and not a
monument to his own glory. He could die knowing that future generations would have a
beautiful house of prayer and praise where they could honor the Lord. David not only
“served his own generation” (Acts 13:36), which every child of God should do, but he
also served generations to come. He provided the materials to build the temple; he
organized the temple ministry; he wrote songs for the temple singers; and he even
designed musical instruments for the Levites to play.[1]

They had offered willingly—Everyone rejoiced because the sincerity of the
worshippers was evident. Each person sacrificially brought their offering on their
own initiative. Their giving was not forced or pressured; it flowed spontaneously and
voluntarily from hearts fully committed to God. They desired to sustain the Lord’s
house, ensuring that His work would continue faithfully for generations to come.

a) The key to understanding the significance of the offerings of David (29:1-5) and the
people (29:6—-9) can be found in the words, “in addition to” (29:3), “willingly,” and
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“freely” (29:6, 9, 17). The atmosphere was one of rejoicing (29:9) and joy (29:22).
The message for the newly returned Jews was to adopt the same gladness and
purity of heart in their work on the new temple. The offering of David (29:4)
amounted to about 3.6 million ounces of gold and 8.4 million ounces of silver. The
precious metals (29:7) amounted to over 6 million ounces of gold and 12 million
ounces of silver.[2]

4. They made their offering—The people were fully resolved in their commitment to
give sacrificially, doing whatever was necessary by adjusting how they managed
their personal affairs so they could contribute willingly and without compulsion to

the temple. Their generosity was not driven by pressure or merely by loyalty to David.
Rather, it flowed from an inner commitment to the Lord God. Their giving reflected
hearts surrendered to Him, determined to honor Him through faithful stewardship.

a) David gave because of his deep devotion to the temple of God (v. 3a).

b) Giving is seen as an act of consecration to God, a tangible way of dedicating
one’s resources to His service (v. 5c).

5. Tothe Lord—The name is proper, masculine, singular, and absolute, emphasizing
the divine. Even though the vision to build the temple originated with David, the
people recognized God’s guidance over the nation. They saw how the Lord had
powerfully worked in David’s life, sustained His people, and poured out His
blessings. Moved by this, they spontaneously contributed to the Lord’s temple.
When we witness what the Lord is doing and has done, it should likewise inspire a
heartfelt response of giving and devotion.

a) They were glad because neither they nor David ever forgot their history—how God
had delivered them from decades of slavery, led them through the Red Sea,
brought them into the Promised Land, caused the walls of Jericho to fall, and
established them as a flourishing nation under David’s leadership. They
recognized and honored that all these blessings were not the result of David’s skill
in war or their own efforts in commerce, but flowed entirely from the goodness,
mercy, and grace of God. Their joy was rooted in gratitude for His faithful provision
throughout their story.

6. With a whole heart—The people’s growing relationship with the Lord stirred in them
a deep, passionate desire to please Him. This led them to completely surrender
themselves, loving God with all their hearts.
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a) Loyal heart: The Hebrew is literally “with a fullness of heart.” This parallels the
word willingly, and the two words together suggest that coercion played no part
in the offering.[3]

b) Everything that David provided for the Lord’s temple was given in “large”
quantities, reflecting abundance and generosity.

7. Obedience is better than sacrifice (1 Samuel 15:22; Hosea 6:6), showing that God
values the heart’s devotion and faithfulness above the mere act of giving.

B. Wholehearted (vs. 9b):

1. King David rejoiced greatly — David chose to build a temple for the Lord because God
had blessed him abundantly on every side (1 Samuel 7:1). His initiative to honor God
moved the Lord, who blessed David eternally for his devoted heart. Although God told
David he would not be the one to build the temple, David took it upon himself to gather
materials, develop the plans, and purchase the land (2 Samuel 24:18-25), preparing for
Solomon, who was still young and inexperienced (1 Chronicles 29:1). In the process,
David inspired the people to join him in this sacred work. Their will, sacrificial
response filled David with overwhelming joy—he became spontaneous and festively
happy, moved by the generosity and devotion of the people. This was not a one-time act;
David was fully resolved to maintain this commitment continuously, demonstrating a
heart wholly devoted to the Lord’s house.

a) Despite all of David’s significant accomplishments, this one act—his wholehearted
devotion to honoring God and preparing for the temple—was what made him truly
great in God’s eyes (1 Samuel 13:14; Acts 13:22). His legacy is defined not by power
or conquest, but by a heart fully committed to God’s purposes.

2. King David rejoiced greatly — Although David would not be able to worship the Lord in the
temple he was not permitted to build, he worshiped God from his heart with overflowing
happiness and cheerfulness. His joy was so genuine and exuberant that it inspired
everyone around him, encouraging them to share in the same spirit of devotion and
celebration.

3. King David rejoiced greatly — When the Lord’s house was well supplied, both David’s
heart and the hearts of the people were deeply satisfied, regardless of the sacrifices they
had made. Their joy and contentment reflected the fulfillment of serving God
wholeheartedly and seeing His work established.

a) The cause to which they gave. While the contributions were made from their own
resources, in a higher and greater sense, the giving belonged to the Lord. The temple
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was being built for the glory of Jehovah and to promote His worship and obedience.
This sacred purpose justified the people’s wholehearted enthusiasm and generous
liberality, giving eternal significance to their offerings.
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