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A.  Honors God (vs. 18): 

  

1.         Now Jacob loved Rachel - From the moment Jacob saw Rachel, he had a very strong 
emotional attachment to her, and a tender affection so that he ardently and 
vehemently determined in his heart that she would forever be his wife. 

  

a)      Interestingly, the wives of each of the first three patriarchs were beautiful: Sarah 
(12:11), Rebekah (24:15–16), and Rachel (29:17).[1] 

b)      Jacob….loved Rachel more than Leah – Not only because Rachel had been his choice 
from the beginning, but also because Laban had tricked him into marrying Leah. 

c)      Leah ended up thrown into a relationship because she was not as beautiful as her 
sister. This created A LOT of family drama, but God was faithful to her: 

  

•         Leah, the elder sister, was not as beautiful as Rachel. Her eyes lacked the luster, 
sparkle, and attractiveness that men admire. Yet Leah was to be established so 
firmly in sacred history that succeeding generations would have to reckon with 
her. It would be one of her sons who would be chosen to take his place in the 
Messianic line. These four—Laban, Jacob, Leah, and Rachel—were to be 
significant figures in God’s dealings with and through his chosen people.[2] 

•         His burning love for Rachel made his relationship with Leah rather strange and 
disappointing. Leah must have suffered much from the realization that her 
husband did not love her. Yet she carried on in the hope that one day Jacob’s 
heart would turn to her.[3] 

•         Names were also significant; and those which Leah gave to her sons were 
expressive of her varying feelings of thankfulness or joy, or allusive to 
circumstances in the history of the family. There was piety and wisdom in 
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attaching a signification to names, as it tended to keep the bearer in 
remembrance of his duty and the claims of God.[4] 
  

d)      On a day like Valentine’s Day, some may not feel loved. But how you manage 
seasons of feeling unloved often determines your blessings in the long run. 

  

•         Abigail was not loved, but God blessed her despite her pain (1 Sam. 25). 

•         Bathsheba was never said to be loved by David, but she became a blessed 
woman when her son Solomon became king. 

  
2.         So he said – Because Jacob had made up in his mind, he had an unspeakable love for 

Rachel, he decided to continually keep talking to her father Laban about giving Rachel 
to him in marriage. 

  
3.         I will serve – Jacob was so determined to have Rachel be his wife that he voluntarily 

offered to serve Laban for seven years. He was willing to work hard and wait long.  

  

a)      Jacob could have been about seventy-seven years old as he served Laban for his 
daughter Rachel (29: 1–20). He married both Leah and Rachel (29:21–30), and with 
them and their two maidservants he fathered his twelve children (29:31–30:24).[5] 

b)      Twenty years (31:38) of drudgery, affliction, and deception lay ahead. Through 
Laban he received his own medicine of duplicity. But Jacob’s tenacity shows that he 
counted these as minor setbacks. God took him, developed his character, turned the 
fruits of his deception into blessing, and built the promised seed, the nation of 
Israel.[6] 

c)      Paying the dowry: 

 •         Typical marriage customs would have included a payment made to the bride’s 
family by the groom or his family. This could provide a sort of trust fund to provide 
for the wife should the husband die, desert her or divorce her. Alternatively it was at 
times used by the family to pay the bride price for the bride’s brothers. In some cases 
it was even returned to the bride in the form of an indirect dowry. In the Nuzi texts a 
typical bride price is thirty or forty shekels of silver. Since ten shekels of silver is a 
typical annual wage for a shepherd, Jacob is paying a higher price. That can be 
understood, however, given the circumstances: Jacob is in no position to negotiate, 
and the payment is being made in labor.[7] 

•         We have three conditions for the dowry: 
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➢  If the husband dies the father has animals his daughter and children can take 
care of so that she can continue to live especially since her chances of 
remarrying are now slim to none. 

➢  Pay the father for all he invested in raising her. 

➢  As you can see in the case of Moses – 7 daughters of Jethro, and here with 
Jacob meeting Rachel at the water hole, the children did work whether they 
were boys or girls. They did not hire outside help. Abraham had to because he 
did not have any kids until late. So they paid the father because like in the 
case of Jacob, Laban had no more children to work his business. 

  

4.         Laban said it is better – Laban engaged in the conversation with the mindset to 
negotiate until a settlement was reached. Laban believed that Jacob’s offer was 
excellent and practically beneficial for all involved. It was better to give her to Jacob 
than to a stranger and it also provided to Laban Jacob working for him. It was also 
economically beneficial. 

  

a)      In those days of barbarity it was preferable to give a daughter in marriage to those 
within your own tribe, customs, or blood line, which normally meant a near relative. 
This was true also of obtaining a wife. Thus Abraham told his servant: I want you to 
swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that you will not get a 
wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am living, but 
will go to my country and my own relatives and get a wife for my son Isaac.” 
(Genesis 24:3–4). The Canaanites were barbaric idol worshippers, and Abraham 
wanted no wife for his son from among them.[8] 

  

5.         I give her to you – Laban committed to Jacob that after seven years he would hand 
Rachel over to him to be his wife. 

6.         Stay with me – Laban then commanded Jacob to remain with him for a lengthy 

period. He did not seem to want just seven years but a permanent stay. From how 

Laban acted regarding Jacob’s desire to leave and his eventual departure, it did not 
seem, especially since God blessed his household through Jacob, that he would ever 
leave him. 
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B.  Persistent, Never Gives Up (vs. 19-20, 30; 1 Cor. 13:7-8): 

  

1.    So Jacob served seven years – Jacob continuously labored like a slave each and every day. God 
blessed his labor and multiplied Laban’s flock so that both men admitted that God used Jacob 
to bless Laban’s household (Genesis 31:42). Jacob’s passion for Rachel to be his wife was not 
followed by apathetic service. He made sure that, at the end of the seven years, there were no 
issues preventing him from making Rachel his wife. 

  

a)      Jacob has brought no wealth with him (the inheritance he will eventually gain has 
not yet been divided), so the agreement is reached that his seven years labor will 
serve in lieu of a bride price. Since bride prices averaged thirty to forty shekels of 
silver in mid-second millennium Nuzi, and since Jacob’s work would normally pay 
about a shekel per month, the substitution of seven years of Jacob’s labor for the 
bride price results in about twice the normal going rate for brides. Perhaps Laban 
can take advantage of Jacob because Jacob, being penniless and moonstruck, is in a 
poor bargaining position.[9] 

b)      According to later laws (Exod 21:1–6; Deut 15:12–18), single men who entered into 
service as slaves had to be released after six years. But Jacob served seven years, yet 
“they seemed like a few days” because of his love for Rachel. The phrase “a few 
days” echoes 27:44, when Rebekah had told Jacob to stay with Laban “a few days.” 
Now that the time has elapsed, Jacob hopes to marry Rachel and return to his 
homeland. But this delightful prospect is soon shattered.[10] 

c)      So it is little surprise to be told that “Jacob loved Rachel.” What is surprising is the 
price he was prepared to pay for her hand, seven years labor, undoubtedly 
indicating the intensity of his affection for her.[11] 

  

2.      They seemed to him but a few days - Jacob seemed to have enjoyed his work, knowing that he 
would be able to have Rachel as his wife. Because of how hard he labored, waiting for her and 
working to have her be his wife, seem to be inspiring, energizing, and therefore, when he 
worked, time did not seem to creep by. 
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a)      The purity and intensity of Jacob’s affection was declared not alone by the proposal 
of a seven years’ term of servitude,—a long period of waiting for a man of fifty-seven, 
if not seventy-seven, years of age,—but also by the spirit in which he served his 
avaricious relative. Many as the days were that required to intervene before he 
obtained possession of his bride, they were rendered happy by the sweet society of 
Rachel. And they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her. “Words 
breathing the purest tenderness, and expressing more emphatically than the flowery 
hyperboles of romantic phraseology the deep attachment of an affectionate heart” 
(Kalisch); words too which show the lofty appreciation Jacob had of the personal 
worth of his future bride.[12] 

  

3.    Because he loved her – The manner in which Jacob worked, his commitment to Rachel’s father 
for seven years, demonstrated that his love was truly an unspeakable love, marked with strong 
emotional feelings for Rachel. He consistently demonstrated that he would do whatever it took 
to have her as his wife. 

4.     Jacob went into – After the week he was required to be with Leah, Jacob immediately, without 
hesitation, went to Rachel to consummate his marriage. He had a strong sexual attraction for 
Rachel (he viewed her as beautiful; 29:17). 

  

a)      The marriage was generally consummated on the first night of the feast, but it was 
not unusual for the marriage feast to last a week or more.[13] 

  

5.      Indeed, he loved her – Even though he had a strong sexual attraction to Rachel, he sincerely 
tenderly cared for her and desired to have a strong emotional attachment to her for the rest of 
their marriage. 

6.     I will serve with Laban – Jacob did not just marry Rachel and leave. He demonstrated a 
commitment to the family by ensuring the family business continued to be successful after he 
had fulfilled his commitment to Rachel to be his wife. He left because Laban was treacherous. 

  

a)      They were, rather, days of sorrow and strife within the new family as the account of 
the patriarchs’ births now makes plain.[14] 
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7.      I will serve with Laban – Jacob came from a family, was committed to Rachel’s family, and 
developed a family. When a person is committed to family, it is easier for them to build family 
God’s way. When it is only about intimacy, being committed to family life becomes more 
challenging. 

a)      Laban’s success is for the moment complete; but in the alienation of both his 
daughters, and their fidelity to Jacob at a critical time (31:14ff.), he suffered a just 
retribution for the unscrupulous assertion of his paternal rights.[15] 
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