The Heart Matters
2 Corinthians 8:7-8

Dr. Paul Cannings

A. The Heart (vs. 7):

1. Just as you abound — This divine love was existing in superabundance in the hearts of these
Greek believers who had been saved out of gross paganism, immorality, and idol worship.
God’s grace, especially because of the lifestyle they came from, was so meaningful
they overflowed with excitement (Paul explaining grace to those who come from this
background — powerful), by the manner by which they applied the scriptures, spoke about God,
learn the Word of God, and how the energetically put every effort into serving Him (Phil. 1:9).
This is the example, provided by the Macedonian’s, Paul is presenting as an example to
encourage those in Corinthian to imitate.

a) The churches of Macedonia (2 Cor. 8:1), the province of northern Greece,
included Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea. These churches were cited as
examples in sacrificial giving (cf. Phil. 4:15-18). Paul’s concern was that the work
on the collection for the Jerusalem church (2 Cor. 8:6), a project begun a year
earlier (8:10), be brought to completion.

2. Just as you abound — The Corinthians excelled in many areas of the church, including:

a) Infaith — These believers were completely confident that God’s Word is true
and were fully surrendered to trust and obey what the Lord says. Even though
they overflowed in trusting God for His Word their faith was still being
challenged in the area of giving. They took giving to God for granted.

b) Utterance — When they taught the Word of God, they did so with a deep
commitment to share the inward thoughts and feelings of the mind of God as
provided in His Word.

c¢) Knowledge — They remained deeply committed to a thorough participation
in the Scriptures that had been entrusted to them. They were committed to be
clear about what it said and to seek to make sure they accurately interpreted it.



d) Earnestness — They had a zeal to diligently make every effort to serve the
Lord in the manner expressed in this verse. This is similar to how the believers in
Thessalonica served the Lord (1 Thess. 1:3).

e) And the love we inspired in you — These believers were committed to
decisively, on their own initiative, obey God’s Word as they relate to the needs
of others around them.

3. See that you abound in this gracious work also — They must make a decisive decision to
habitually and enthusiastically be generous, and in a free-hearted manner extend to the
believers in Jerusalem this gift.

a) The collection had been started in Corinth under the direction of Titus during
the previous year (v.10; 9:2), but no doubt because of the troubles in the
Corinthian church, it had slowed down or come to a standstill. Paul is now
sending Titus back to them, taking with him this present letter, for the purpose
of completing this good work, which he describes as an "act of grace" (the link
between the grace of God and the selfless generosity of the Macedonian
churches in vv. 1-5).

b) The Macedonians’ giving was, like Christ’s, motivated by love (2 Cor. 8:7-8).
What a rebuke to the Corinthians who were so enriched with spiritual blessings
(1 Cor. 1:4-5). They were so wrapped up in the gifts of the Spirit that they had
neglected the graces of the Spirit, including the grace of giving. The Macedonian
churches had an “abundance of deep poverty” (2 Cor. 8:2), and yet they
abounded in their liberality. The Corinthians had an abundance of spiritual gifts,
yet they were lax in keeping their promise and sharing in the collection. Wiersbe,
W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 1, p. 656). Victor Books.

4. See that you abound in this gracious work also — Their enthusiastic generosity, as outlined
in 1 Corinthians 16:1-4, was intended to become so habitual and ingrained in their practice that
Paul would not have needed to remind them a second time when he wrote them in this second
letter.

a) "And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always giving all
sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed." (2
Cor. 9:8)



B. Love Gives (vs. 8):

1. | am not speaking as a command; “In accordance with God’s commands” — In this context, Paul
is not repeatedly relying on his apostolic authority to compel these believers obey his
instructions. In Luke 6:38, it is a command (Give is a habitual action that we are commanded to
fulfill).

a) At 8:7 the form of Paul’s appeal shifts from the Macedonian example to an
appreciation of gifts the Corinthians hold in high esteem. Paul’s aim is to make
the gift of the collection equal to the other gifts, and to move the Corinthians to
make up their deficiency in giving. Having urged them thus, Paul quickly
safeguards his argument from the charge of lording it over the Corinthians. (2
Cor. 11:19-21) He makes a concession in 8:8 to the Corinthians’ freedom of
conscience on the matter (a concession rather than self-correction of 8:7).[1]

2. Proving through earnestness — The Macedonians consistently found great joy (vs. 1-6) in
zealously giving their very best to diligently meet the needs of others, it became a habitual
expression of obedience to God, woven into the very execution of His will in their lives. Their
sacrifice, which they did out of their ‘deep poverty,” (unlike the Corinthians who were mostly
wealthy), should be inspiring.

3. The sincerity of your love also — Giving is directly correlated to how a person loves God
(Matthew 6:24) because it explicitly demonstrates a person’s decisive, willful decision to obey
God’s Word (Matt. 22:37-40; 1 John 4:7-10) no matter the circumstances they may be
experiencing. The Macedonians were in deep poverty. This is because love is not self-seeking (1
Cor. 13:5) or self-indulgence; love is always selfless, seeking the benefit of others.

a) He wanted them to be motivated by their internal devotion (the sincerity of
your love) to him and more importantly to the Lord. Could the Corinthians face
being compared with the Macedonians in this regard? Or could they face being
compared with their Lord, who is supremely worthy of emulation?[2]

4. The sincerity of your love also — Giving is a vivid demonstration of how a person truly loves
God; this is why it exposes a person’s sincere character in relation to God (Phil. 4:15-18). When
giving is not done in this manner, our prayers are not answered (1 John 3:16-24). “In everything
I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help the weak and remember the
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words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts
20:35)

a) Forthe Corinthians it is a test to see if their love—something that Paul
thought needed more work (1 Cor 12:31-13:13)—is genuine, authentic. Paul
leaves them with the implied question, What will they do when faced with their
test?44

5. The sincerity of your love also — The blessing of this kind of giving is expressed in verse 15,
“as it is written, “He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little
had no lack.”

a) The Corinthians said that they loved Paul; now he asked them to prove that
love by sharing in the offering. Grace giving is an evidence of love—love for
Christ, love for God’s servants who have ministered to us, and love for those who
have special needs that we are able to help meet.[3]

[1] Shillington, V. G. (1998). 2 Corinthians (p. 176). Herald Press.

[2] Lowery, D. K. (1985). 2 Corinthians. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge
Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 573). Victor Books.

44 Barnett notes that the verb SoxiudZewv is commonly used by Paul in his letters to express “the
outworking principles of Christian belief’ (see Rom 2:18; 12:2; 14:22; 1 Cor 11:28; 2 Cor 13:5; Gal 6:4;
and Eph 5:10). He also notes: “Aokalewv should be contrasted with meipalewv, which generally means
testing intended to produce failure” (The Second Epistle to the Corinthians, 406, n. 7).

[3] Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 1, p. 656). Victor Books.
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