Bragging Rights
Jeremiah 9:23-24

Sermon Outline

A. Attention (Vs. 23):

1. Thus says the Lord — What the Lord declared to the Jews then remains the same for us
today, and it completes what the Lord thinks of those who live in the midst of God’s
justice upon His people because they forsook His Word (2 Chron. 15:1-7), became
stubborn, and worshipped false gods. We must never forget that the Lord God is a
jealous God, ‘His name is Jealous.” (Ex. 34:14)

a) Before Jeremiah was called to the ministry, Judah had been exposed to the wicked
reign of Manasseh and Amon (695-640). Both kings were very wicked (2 Kings
21). They encouraged idol worship, which included human sacrifice, something that
God despised.

b) After Amon was killed, Josiah became king (640 BC) (2 Kings 22). Josiah feared the
Lord and lived a life pleasing to the Lord. Shortly after, Jeremiah was called to be a
prophet (in the I13th year of Josiah's reign 627 BC). This led to the continuance of
religious reform (Jer. 11:1-12). Josiah, however, was killed by Pharaoh-Necho (2
Chron. 35:25) at Megiddo. The kings that followed were just as wicked as the kings
that preceded Josiah.

c) God promised to punish Judah for this during Manasseh's reign (2 Kings 21:10-16.)
He withheld His punishment because of Josiah's religious reforms (2 Kings 22:18-
22). However, when Josiah died, and Judah's worship practices returned to idol-
worshipping, God renewed His promise of punishment (2 Kings 24:2-4).

2.  Thus says the Lord — What the Lord is saying to the individuals listed in this verse, He
has full authority, power, and might to execute, and He only says and does this because
of His relationship with us.




3. Let not a wise man boast in his wisdom — In the midst of God’s judgment, He blesses
many with wisdom, the strength to fight against their enemies, and wealth to sustain
themselves in difficult circumstances. They must see this as a blessing from God and
therefore live humbly.

a) Asanation, what are the things we glory in? Obviously, we trust in human wisdom,
in riches, and in power. We need to be reminded that our strength is not in the brain
trust in Washington. Our strength is not in Wall Street, the stock market, and the
economy. Our strength does not lie in the cleverness of politicians. Our strength is
not found in the fact that we have nuclear weapons. Any strength that we have must
lie in our spiritual values, our moral values, our character, and our purpose. And
these things are not even taught in our schools and colleges today. We have brought
forth a generation that is rude, a generation that has no sense of moral purpose. In
fact, we have lost our way—as Jeremiah said to his people—on the dark mountains.
In our day America is just coasting along; and, when you start coasting, you are going
downhill.[1]

b) Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord and depart from evil. (Prov. 3:7)

4. Let not the mighty man boast in his might — A person who is like a gladiator when facing
major obstacles must not continuously brag, (so that this becomes a character trait)
about their physical strength or abilities as a leader.

5. The rich man — Those who have a significant amount of resources, power, and influence
socially and politically must not continuously brag about all the possessions they have
been able to accumulate. What is of extreme importance is that they must not praise
themselves as if they acquired their wealth or power only based on their efforts.

6. The wise, the mighty and the rich — We must not allow our God-blessed wisdom,
strength (Col. 1:9-12), and wealth to cause us to live independently of God.

a) The Lord rejects the usual grounds for boasting—wisdom, strength, and riches.
Ironically, these are the things people like to boast about—how successful they are,
how strong they are, or how rich they are. These verses put life’s values in proper
perspective. When all the nonessentials are laid aside, the only appropriate basis for
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boasting is that a person knows and understands the Lord (see 1 Cor 1:31; 2 Cor 10:7;
cf. Gal 6:14; Jas 1:9-10). Nothing apart from this fact has lasting worth.[2]

B. Boast in Him (vs. 24):

1. Boast; praise — No one should emotionally and passionately brag about anything
mentioned above. Instead, they should, with even greater intensity, publicly delight in the
Lord and spontaneously Him.

a)  “But he that gloried, let him glory in the Lord.” (2 Cor. 10:17)
b)  “My soul shall make her boast in the Lord; the humble shall hear thereof, and be
glad.” (Ps. 34:2)

2. Understands and knows me — When anyone spontaneously and publicly delights in and
worship the Lord God, it should be because He has provided the ability to address difficult
circumstances through divine inspiration, granting His wisdom so they can make excellent
decisions (Phil. 1:9-11; Col. 1:9-11). These experiences empower them to develop a deeply
intimate relationship with the Lord.

3. Understands and knows me - Learning to experience the movement of the Holy Spirit in our
lives only takes place when we willfully make the decision to trust in His Word,
consistently committing ourselves to learn it and developing the discipline to walk in
obedience to it (1 John 2:3-6; Hebr. 5:14; Daniel 1:8).

4.1 am the Lord who exercises lovingkindness — By declaring, “l am,” the Lord affirms that He
is absolutely and completely all-powerful, possessing total authority and sovereign
control. Because He alone is the absolute authority and is fully in control, He can faithfully
fulfill every commitment He makes. Even if it requires creating whatever is necessary, He
will exercise His steadfast, benevolent, and generous love toward those who set their
minds on Him. (Col. 3:1-4)

5. Lovingkindness. This frequently used word describes God’s faithfulness to his covenant
promises. The RSV translates it steadfast love (cf. 2:2 note).[3]

a) lamthe Lord — Ex. 6:2-8, a key passage on the doctrine of redemption begins and
ends with this statement of divine self-disclosures.
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6. | am the Lord who exercises justice — The Lord, who possesses all authority and power,
faithfully fulfills His obligation to litigate all that is in line with His governmental order.

a)  “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will
rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isa 9:6; Rev. 5, 21; NASU)

b)  The punishment coming upon all the circumcised included Judah, because all were
uncircumcised of heart. This passage should be understood in the context of two similar
passages in Jeremiah (4:4; 6:10 — stubborn hearts) and two passages in Deuteronomy
that speak of circumcision (10:16; 30:6 — stubborn hearts). Neither Jeremiah nor
Deuteronomy advocate physical circumcision but instead speak of circumcision of the
heart (or similarly circumcision of the ears in Jer 6:10). Clearly, only the symbolic
meaning of circumcision is considered important. Circumcision was meant to show
special status or perhaps to protect from God’s anger (Ex. 5:4-67). Calling the people
uncircumcised (of heart) declared they had no special status or protection. Judgment
would fall upon all.[4]

7. 1am the Lord who exercises His righteousness — Regardless of what is happening in our
country or around the world, the Lord’s authority and power reign supreme, ensuring that
He executes all His plans based on His perfect Word.

8. | delight in things declares the Lord — The Lord finds great pleasure and is well pleased when
those who spontaneously delight in worshipping and praising Him do so with
understanding that, regardless of what is taking place around them, He is in full control.
He will never leave nor forsake those who acknowledge His wisdom and trust that He
executes justice and righteousness in His perfect time. He declares this to ensure that in
the dark times, all those who live in wisdom, might, or riches, continue to trust Him.

9. | delight in things declares the Lord — When life becomes intense, do we draw closer to God,
or do we begin to distance ourselves from Him? The nation of Israel, during their
wilderness journey, revealed the true condition of their hearts and never experienced the
Promise Land.

[1] McGee, J. V. (1991). Thru the Bible commentary: The Prophets
(Jeremiah/Lamentations) (electronic ed., Vol. 24, pp. 57-58). Thomas Nelson.
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