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Grateful 

             Luke 17:15-19             

Dr. Paul Cannings, D.Phil.  
 

A. Insurmountable Odds (vs. 11-13): 
 

1. While He was on His way – Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem as He regularly did. This is 
something Christ initiated continuously (John 2:17 – Christ had a zeal for the temple). No 
matter how corrupt the temple, and it’s leaders were Christ, still had a passion to do 
what God instructed Him to do.  
 

a) Luke resumes the narrative of the last journey (cf. 13:22) on which this section 
(9:51–18:30) is built. Through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. Perhaps between 
would be a better rendering (Gr. diameson). He followed the border between the 
two provinces across the Jordan, and down the east side of the river; for the next 
place mentioned is Jericho (19:1), the point at which pilgrims usually returned to 
the west side.1 

 
2. While He was on His way – It did matter the distance Christ had to travel, the path He 

had to take, and the fact that Christ did not need to have His sins forgiven, Christ was 
deeply committed to habitually go to the temple. 

3. Ten leprous men stood at a distance – Based on the Mosaic Law the leprous men did not 
come close to Christ. This was their first encounter with Christ. 
 

a) Leprosy was an unattractive skin disease (not limited to what is called leprosy 
today) for which the Bible had prescribed quarantine from the rest of society (Lev 
13:45–46), although the Bible did not go so far as many Jewish teachers in blaming 
the disease on the leper’s sin. Lepers were thus outcasts from the rest of society, 
the kind of people that most healthy people preferred to ignore.2 

b) It seems like Jesus’s reputation preceded Him because as soon as He entered the 
village the 10 men of leprous recognized Him and reached out to Him. 

c) When asked for help by 10 lepers, He healed them from a distance. This was the 
second time in the Book of Luke that lepers were healed (cf. 5:12–16). As in the 
former case, Jesus instructed the men to show themselves to the priests. On their 
way they were cleansed from the disease and were made ceremonially clean.3 

 

 
1 Pfeiffer, C. F., & Harrison, E. F., eds. (1962). The Wycliffe Bible Commentary: New Testament (Lk 17:11). Moody 

Press. 
2 Keener, C. S. (1993). The IVP Bible background commentary: New Testament (Lk 17:11–12). InterVarsity Press. 
3 Martin, J. A. (1985). Luke. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An 

Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 248). Victor Books. 
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4. Raised up their voices – These ten leprous men called out to Christ so loud, it would be 
impossible for Christ to not hear them. They had every intention to gain an audience 
with Christ. 

5. Saying; Tell, speak – The ten leprous men repeatedly spoke really loud with no 
intentions to stop; everyone in that moment had to provide them their complete 
attention. 

6. Master have mercy on us – These men cared for one another. They did not compete for 
Christ attention individually. They cried out to Him together. 
 

a) By saying Jesus and then Master it seems to imply that they did not necessarily view 
Jesus as the Messiah. 

 
7. Master have mercy on us – They commanded Christ to empathize with their condition 

and to then extend kindness towards them. 
8. When He saw them – Christ took the time, even though these men were leprous, to 

come to a fully divine and complete understanding of their condition. Their condition 
and status did not deter Him. 
 
a)  Jesus recognizing these men is remarkable, but as a Jew, He would have typically 

ignored them and kept His distance, walking as far away from them as possible.  
 

9. He said to them go and show - Christ stopped and responded to the leprous men 
commanding them to start a journey to Jerusalem with the express purpose of 
displaying themselves to the priest so that they could be cleansed and restored. This is a 
ceremonial process that they must do on their own. 
 

a) Jesus did not say ‘be cleansed’ and then they went to present themselves to the high 
priests. Jesus simply told them to go to the priest. What is amazing about this is that, 
being that they seemed to respect the law by standing a far off, they would not have 
even thought to go to the high priest as lepers but they did, manifesting faith in the 
reputation of Christ. 

 
10. It came to pass and as they were going they were cleansed – All the leprous men obeyed 

Christ, even though initially they were not healed, they started their journey to 
Jerusalem in obedience to Christ. In the midst of their obedience, they were cleansed. It 
is interesting that the passage does not say they were healed it says they were cleansed. 
To be cleansed means they were legally (the Mosaic Law requirements) and 
ceremonially no longer unclean (Lev. 14; Matthew 8:2-3; 10:8; Hebrews 9:2, 22-28) They 
were cleansed because Jesus did not just heal them He indirectly demonstrated that He 
is their High Priest. This is why they were showing themselves to the high priest; they 
were not asked to bring a sacrifice to be purified. The law demanded that they go to the 
high priest and present themselves (Lev. 14).  
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11. It came to pass and as they were going they were cleansed – They were cleansed, once 
and for all, because they were not just healed, they were forgiven of their sins. So, it is 
apparent that these men had leprosy because they had sinned. When Jesus healed 
them, these men became ‘’ritually pure, and ritually acceptable.’’ Jesus Christ fully 
restored them back to God. 

 

B. Indescribable Grace (vs. 15-16): 
 

1. When he saw – One of the men with leprosy, upon examining himself, realized fully that 
he had been completely healed. As he walked, he noticed his skin had been made entirely 
new. The transformation was so profound that he could no longer continue toward a 
place that had legally rejected him. What mattered most now was returning to the One 
who had accepted him as he was and made him new again. 
 

2. When he saw that he had been healed, turned back – On his own initiative one of the 
leprous men continuously, with no intention of stopping, upon recognizing (he was 
thoroughly convinced) he was healed, returned back to Christ. 
 

a) This was a grateful Samaritan. When some lepers sought healing from Jesus, he simply 
commanded them to go and show themselves to a priest (5:14) The implication is that 
their faith would be demonstrated by their obedience and would lead to their cure. All 
showed faith and were cured, but only one stopped to praise God and to thank Jesus 
for his cure. Jesus commented on the ungratefulness of the others (all presumably 
Jews) and confirmed that the Samaritan’s faith had made him well both in body and 
soul. The story is both an illustration of wonder-working faith (cf. v 6) and a lesson on 
the need for gratitude as part of faith. Marshall, I. H. (1994). Luke. In D. A. Carson, R. T. 
France, J. A. Motyer, & G. J. Wenham (Eds.), New Bible commentary: 21st century 
edition (4th ed., p. 1007). Inter-Varsity Press. 

 
3. When he saw that he had been healed, turned back – Our obligations to the church are 

important, but our relationship with Christ must be the center piece for our healing and 
restoration. 
 

4. Glorifying God with a loud voice – The man was boisterous so that all that he was doing 
became the center of attention. 
 

a) The fact that the Samaritan returned glorifying God means that he understood the 
gravity of his illness which no doctors could heal, and it seems that he believed his sin 
brought this upon him so Christ healing him has to be a greater act than any prophet 
could have provided. Christ must be in the very nature of God. The fact that Christ 
would include a Samaritan as a Jew was extreme kindness. We are Gentiles who had no 
hope of salvation (Eph. 2:8-19). 
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5. Glorifying God with a loud voice – While at the center of the attention of all in the village 
this man who was once an outcast amplified his understanding of the perfect, excellent 
attributes of the nature and character of God. Please note the backdrop is his total 
restoration from leprosy. God’s healing power that he could not receive from anywhere or 
anyone else is front and center. 

6. Fell down on his face – I assumed that this man falling on his face was his humble worship 
of Christ, but the word actually is a reference to his recognition that he was a sinner in a 
‘’state of disfavor with God.’’ His restoration humbled him and created a need for 
repentance. This man was just glad he was physically restored, and even more interested 
in being spiritually renewed by God. This is the key reason he returned. 

7. Giving thanks – While acknowledging his sin, he continued boisterously, joyously praising 
God for His benefits and blessings because each day he lived with no hope to be healed 
and restored to worshipping God. He demonstrated a deep sense of indebtedness and 
kindness that was extended to him. He did this in complete devotion to Christ and he 
demonstrated no desire to stop worshipping God. “Therefore, since we receive a kingdom 
which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an 
acceptable service with reverence and awe; for our God is a consuming fire.” (Heb 12:28-
29; NASU) 

8. Giving thanks – We cannot live without sinning (1 John 1:8). Everyday Satan goes to 
heaven day and night seeking to destroy us (Revelation 12:10) like a roaring lion wanting 
every opportunity to destroy us (1 Peter 5:8). Christ sits as our High Priest (Hebrews 8:1-2) 
before God and it is His righteousness that is our shield, His salvation our helmet, the Holy 
Spirit that is our belt of truth and our peace, His Word that is our sword of the Spirit and 
His faith that is our shield. Each day we need His grace, mercy and compassion. This is why 
we should ‘’rejoice always,’’ ‘’pray without ceasing,’’ and ‘‘in all things give thanks’’ 
because this ‘‘is His will for us.’’ (1 Thess. 5:16-18) 

9. He was a Samaritan – Luke writing to a non-Jew, Theophilus, made a point to say that 
Christ saved a Samaritan. We don’t have to be of a certain race, economic background or 
social status. All we need is Christ and at His feet all that matters is our faith. 
 

a) He apparently understood that Jesus is God, for he placed faith in Him. Whether or not 
he understood that Jesus is the Messiah is not mentioned by Luke. The lack of gratitude 
by the other nine was typical of the rejection of His ministry by the Jewish nation. He 
alone had the power to cleanse the nation and make it ceremonially clean. However, 
the nation did not respond properly to Him. The nation accepted the things that Jesus 
could do (such as heal them and feed them), but it did not want to accept Him as 
Messiah. However, those outside the nation (such as this Samaritan leper—a person 
doubly repulsive to the Jews) were responding.4 Those who are supposed to be blind, 
see (Samaritan), but those who claim to have the OT and can see, are blind. 

b) On their own terms Samaritans were quite pious, but Jewish people considered them 
irreligious, and religious Jews avoided intimate dealings with them. This tension 

 
4 Martin, J. A. (1985). Luke. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An 

Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 248). Victor Books. 
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supplies most of the punch of the story. A Samaritan traveling with Jewish lepers in the 
area between Samaria and Galilee (v. 11) also illustrates the extremity of lepers’ 
outcast status: it erases other social distinctions.5 

 

C. His Glory (vs. 17-19): 
 

1. Then Jesus answered and said – Jesus, now the center of all that has taken place, 
responds to this Samaritan man healed from leprosy, humble worshipper of God, a 
man who recognizes the grace and mercy of His Savior and talks with Him. Notice there 
is no record that Jesus spoke to no one else in this village on His way to Jerusalem to 
die. 

2. Where there not ten cleansed – Jesus seems to insinuate that since He healed and 
purified nine other leprous men, why don’t they have the same attitude since they 
experienced the same power of God upon their lives. How many times did Jesus heal 
people and they kept going. This man highlights the response Christ desired just like in 
the case of the sinful woman who wept and washed His feet. He took the time to 
highlight the nature of a sinner compared to those who claim to be righteous. 

3. Was no one found who returned – This restoration was massive because of what it 
means if a person has leprosy, they cannot live among their family (lived in the city for 
leprosy), and could not go to the temple to get their sins forgiven, so going to heaven 
was a tall order. To be restored is not just a physical miraculous event, it is restoration 
to one’s family and community, and an eternal blessing.  How can this take place and 
only one out of ten returns to Christ? They were excited for what God did for them but 
not about who did it for God’s glory. This man recognized God’s glory but the others 
accepted God’s blessing selfishly. (Eph. 2:8-19) 

4. Give glory to God – God arranged this meeting. His Son blessed these men by healing 
them and cleansing them. To not respond is to demonstrate a lack of gratitude and 
respect for the kindness and mercy of God. The word ‘’give’’ defines how Christ expects 
this to be a permanent staple in our lives. Based on what this means this response 
should be should be a fixture in our minds.  

5. Give glory to God – Being grateful is not something we do in a moment or a period of 
time; it is a disposition, it is a part of our daily purpose in life. He desires it and expects 
it from us. 

6. Jesus said to him, ‘’Stand up and go’’ – Now that this worship service is front and center 
Jesus lets everyone know, by telling this Samaritan to stand, that his relationship with 
God has been fully restored. Because his relationship has been restored, Christ 
commands him to go back to being all God would now direct his life to be for God’s 
glory. 

7. Your faith has made you well – This man’s intense conviction, steadfast commitment to 
return and worship Christ as the One who is the very nature of God, is what made him 
experience not just physical healing and ceremonial restoration, but he was now 

 
5 Keener, C. S. (1993). The IVP Bible background commentary: New Testament (Lk 17:15–19). InterVarsity Press. 
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spiritually reunited with God. Unlike the others who were healed and cleansed, this 
man was ‘’well.’’  

8. Your faith has made you well – When our relationship with God is driven not by how 
well our circumstance may seem, but by our steadfast, complete confidence in God’s 
Word, committed to fully surrender our lives to Him, we will continuously ‘’present our 
bodies as a living sacrifice, as our reasonable act of worship.’’ (Romans 12:1) This 
attitude cements who we are in relation to God and then generates a heart of gratitude 
that continuously stimulates us to worship Him. A man after God’s own heart said, “As 
deer pants for the water brooks so my soul pants for You, O God.’’ (Psalm 42:1-2) This 
is also why the Psalmist would say; “I was glad when they said to me. Let us go to the 
house of the Lord.’’ (Psalm 122:1).  

 
b) Lit. “your faith has saved you.” Although the salvation in view here may refer to no 

more than the leper’s physical healing (which would then be true of the other nine 
lepers who had been healed), it is more likely that Jesus (or, if not Jesus, then very 
likely Luke) has understood his expression of gratitude as indicative of conversion. 
The leper has not only been healed from his dreaded leprosy, but he has gained 
entry into the kingdom of God.6 

 
9. Your faith has made you well – It is our faith that restores us from the pain of trials and 

tribulations and guides us to a place of gratitude. 
 

a) Your faith has made you well – Mt. 9:22 – The phrase may also be rendered “your 
faith has saved you” (7:50). The fact that the Samaritan returned to thank Jesus 
may indicate that he had received salvation in addition to the physical healings all 
the others had received (7:50; 8:48, 50). 

 

 
6 Evans, C. A. (2003). The Bible Knowledge Background Commentary: Matthew–Luke (C. A. Evans & C. A. 

Bubeck, Eds.; First Edition, p. 366). David C Cook. 
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