
LiYing WoUd FelloZVhip ChXUch

A SXmmaU\ of ChapWeUV  1-7

PaVWoU PaXl CanningV, D.Phil.

A. An OYeUYieZ SXmmaU\ of PUeYioXV ChaSWeUV (ReYieZ ChaUW):

1. John leaYeV Whe ChXUch of ESheVXV and goeV Vi[W\ mileV Wo Whe IVle of PaWmoV
ZheUe an angel gUeeWV him and SUoYideV him WhiV SUoShec\.

2. JeVXV aSSeaUV Wo John and iV deVcUibed aV ³aQG LQ WKH PLGGOH RI WKH OaPSVWaQGV I
VaZ RQH OLNH a VRQ RI PaQ, FORWKHG LQ a URbH UHaFKLQJ WR WKH IHHW, aQG JLUGHG aFURVV HLV
FKHVW ZLWK a JROGHQ VaVK. HLV KHaG aQG HLV KaLU ZHUH ZKLWH OLNH ZKLWH ZRRO, OLNH VQRZ;
aQG HLV H\HV ZHUH OLNH a IOaPH RI ILUH. HLV IHHW ZHUH OLNH bXUQLVKHG bURQ]H, ZKHQ LW KaV
bHHQ PaGH WR JORZ LQ a IXUQaFH, aQG HLV YRLFH ZaV OLNH WKH VRXQG RI PaQ\ ZaWHUV. IQ
HLV ULJKW KaQG HH KHOG VHYHQ VWaUV, aQG RXW RI HLV PRXWK FaPH a VKaUS WZR-HGJHG
VZRUG; aQG HLV IaFH ZaV OLNH WKH VXQ VKLQLQJ LQ LWV VWUHQJWK.´ (ReYelaWion 1:13-16;
NASU)

3. ReYelaWion beginV ZiWh ChUiVW'V  meWicXloXV eYalXaWion of Whe VeYen chXUcheV
becaXVe Whe chXUch iV ZheUe Whe ke\V foU Whe gaWeV of HadeV UeVide , He iV Whe head of
Whe chXUch, and Whe chXUch iV HiV bod\ (ColoVVianV 1:18), and iW iV WhUoXgh ChUiVW
Slanned Wo imSacW Whe ZoUld (ESheVianV 1:22-23) and UeViVW Whe aWWackV of SaWan
[ESheVianV 3:9-10; The ZoUld iV noZ UXn  b\ him (1 John 1:19 ± ZUiWing Whe chXUch he
jXVW lifWV ), and laZleVVneVV haV incUeaVed].

4. Onl\ Whe chXUcheV of Sm\Una and Philadelphia did Zell.

5. BecaXVe Whe chXUch failed and SaWan iV UXnning UamSanW, ChUiVW Ue-eVWabliVheV HiV
aXWhoUiW\ Zhich iV oXWlined in chaSWeU 4.

a) ThiV fXlfillV PhiliSSianV 2:8-11; ³BHLQJ IRXQG LQ aSSHaUaQFH aV a PaQ, HH
KXPbOHG HLPVHOI b\ bHFRPLQJ RbHGLHQW WR WKH SRLQW RI GHaWK, HYHQ GHaWK RQ a
FURVV. 9 FRU WKLV UHaVRQ aOVR, GRG KLJKO\ H[aOWHG HLP, aQG bHVWRZHG RQ HLP
WKH QaPH ZKLFK LV abRYH HYHU\ QaPH, 10 VR WKaW aW WKH QaPH RI JHVXV



EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, RI WKRVH ZKR aUH LQ KHaYHQ aQG RQ HaUWK aQG
XQGHU WKH HaUWK, 11 aQG WKaW HYHU\ WRQJXH ZLOO FRQIHVV WKaW JHVXV CKULVW LV
LRUG, WR WKH JORU\ RI GRG WKH FaWKHU.´ (NASU)

b) HiV WhUone iV SoZeUfXl, manifeVWing aXWhoUiW\ and dominance. ThiV iV
cUiWical becaXVe of Whe jXdgmenWV WhaW ChUiVW Zill e[ecXWe in chaSWeUV 6, 8 and
16:17.

c) TKH IRXU OLYLQJ FUHaWXUHV - All naWXUe iV called on Wo declaUe Whe SUaiVeV of
God (PV. 150), Vo God haV deVigned Whe cUeaWXUeV neaUeVW hiV WhUone Wo VeUYe

aV conVWanW UemindeUV of WhiV.[1]

d) TKH VHYHQ OaPSV RI ILUH, ZKLFK aUH WKH VHYHQ SSLULWV RI GRG - TheVe
VhoXld be XndeUVWood Wo UeSUeVenW Whe Hol\ SSiUiW UaWheU Whan VeYen indiYidXal
VSiUiWV oU angelV, ZiWh Whe conceSW of Whe VeYenfold chaUacWeU of Whe SSiUiW (IVa.

11:2±3; cf. ReY. 1:4; 5:6). [2]

e) µ«WZenW\-foXU eldeUV«¶ - The nXmbeU 24 iV Whe nXmbeU of UeSUeVenWaWion,
illXVWUaWed in Whe facW WhaW in Whe LaZ of MoVeV, WheUe ZeUe 24 oUdeUV of Whe
SUieVWhood. (FoU fXUWheU diVcXVVion of Whe idenWiW\ of Whe 24 eldeUV, Vee Whe

commenWV on 5:8±10.)>3@

f) SR KHUH ³HRO\,´ aV HH ³ZKR ZaV´; ³HRO\,´ aV HH ³ZKR LV´: ³HRO\,´ aV HH
³ZKR LV WR FRPH.´ He VhoZed HimVelf an objecW of hol\ ZoUVhiS in Whe SaVW
cUeaWion of all WhingV: moUe fXll\, He VhoZV HimVelf Vo in goYeUning all WhingV:
He Zill, in Whe higheVW degUee, VhoZ HimVelf Vo in Whe conVXmmaWion of all
WhingV. ³Of (fUom) Him, WhUoXgh Him, and Wo Him, aUe all WhingV: Wo Zhom be
gloU\ foUeYeU . Amen.´ In IV 6:3, WheUe iV added, ³Whe Zhole eaUWh iV fXll of HiV
gloU\.´ BXW in ReYelaWion, WhiV iV defeUUed XnWil Whe gloU\ of Whe LoUd fillV WKH

HaUWK, HiV enemieV haYing been deVWUo\ed [Bengel].[4]

6. All of chaSWeU 4 iV an inWUodXcWion Wo Whe main SoinW of chaSWeUV 4-5, WhaW iV, Wo
inWUodXce Whe VcUoll ZiWh iWV VeYen VealV. The V\mbolic SUeVenWaWion VhoZed a VcUoll oU a
Uolled-XS SaUchmenW ZiWh VeYen VealV affi[ed Wo Whe Vide in VXch a Za\ WhaW if XnUolled,
Whe VeYen VealV ZoXld need Wo be bUoken one b\ one. (fUom Bible KnoZledge
CommenWaU\/Old TeVWamenW CoS\UighW � 1983, 2000 Cook CommXnicaWionV MiniVWUieV;
Bible KnoZledge CommenWaU\/NeZ TeVWamenW CoS\UighW � 1983, 2000 Cook
CommXnicaWionV MiniVWUieV. All UighWV UeVeUYed.)
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a) The facW WhaW Whe VcUoll iV ZUiWWen on Whe inVide and on Whe back indicaWeV
WhaW WheUe ZaV a loW Wo Va\ (cf. E]ek. 2:10). The dUama of Veeking a ZoUWh\
oSeneU heighWenV Whe imSoUWance of Whe Vealed VcUoll. To bUeak Whe VealV ZaV
Wo oSen Whe VcUoll. The fXncWion of VealV in Whe ancienW ZoUld ZaV Wo SUoWecW

imSoUWanW docXmenWV foU SUiYaWe and VelecW YieZing. [5]

b) ³The SUa\eUV of God¶V SeoSle´ (5:8) UelaWe Wo Whe SUa\eUV foU Whe end of eYil
and Whe beginning of God¶V kingdom. ThiV iV eVSeciall\ WUXe of Whe SUa\eUV

noWed in Whe fifWh Veal (6:9±11). [6]

c) The Lion and Whe Lamb VXUel\ UefeU Wo ChUiVW, ZiWh Whe Lamb UefeUUing Wo
HiV fiUVW coming and HiV deaWh and Whe Lion UefeUUing Wo HiV Vecond coming
and HiV VoYeUeign jXdgmenW of Whe ZoUld. (fUom Bible KnoZledge
CommenWaU\/Old TeVWamenW CoS\UighW � 1983, 2000 Cook CommXnicaWionV
MiniVWUieV; Bible KnoZledge CommenWaU\/NeZ TeVWamenW CoS\UighW � 1983,
2000 Cook CommXnicaWionV MiniVWUieV. All UighWV UeVeUYed.)

d) Since hoUnV V\mboli]e VWUengWh (1 Ki 22:11), Whe "VeYen hoUnV" UeSUeVenW
Whe aXWhoUiW\ and VWUengWh of a UXleU (Da 7:24; RY 13:1). The "VeYen e\eV" aUe
defined aV Whe VeYen VSiUiWV of God (cf. Zec 3:9; 4:10) Zhich V\mbolicall\
UeSUeVenW Whe Hol\ SSiUiW (cf. RY 1:4; 4:5). (fUom Bible KnoZledge
CommenWaU\/Old TeVWamenW CoS\UighW � 1983, 2000 Cook CommXnicaWionV
MiniVWUieV; Bible KnoZledge CommenWaU\/NeZ TeVWamenW CoS\UighW � 1983,
2000 Cook CommXnicaWionV MiniVWUieV. All UighWV UeVeUYed.)

e) µM\ULaGV RI P\ULaGV, aQG WKRXVaQGV RI WKRXVaQGV¶ - "Ten WhoXVand" ZaV
Whe laUgeVW Vingle nXmbeU XVed in GUeek, Vo "Wen WhoXVandV of Wen WhoXVand "
(m\UiadV of m\UiadV) iV Whe aXWhoU'V Za\ of calling Whem innXmeUable. (fUom
IVP Bible BackgUoXnd CommenWaU\: NeZ TeVWamenW b\ CUaig S. KeeneU
CoS\UighW � 1993 b\ CUaig S. KeeneU. PXbliVhed b\ InWeUVaUViW\ PUeVV. All
UighWV UeVeUYed.)

7. The bUeaking of Whe Vi[ of Whe VeYen VealV iV e[Slained in chaSWeU 6:
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a) Taken aV a Zhole, chaSWeU 6 iV one of Whe moVW imSoUWanW and SiYoWal chaSWeUV in
Whe enWiUe book. IW deVcUibeV Whe fiUVW Vi[ VealV and alVo inWUodXceV Whe VeYenWh Veal,
Zhich conViVWV of and inWUodXceV Whe VeYen WUXmSeWV and Whe VeYen boZlV of Whe
ZUaWh of God in chaSWeUV 8-9; 16.
b) The conWenWV of chaSWeU 6 VhoXld SXW Wo UeVW Whe falVe WeachingV WhaW God, being a
God of loYe, coXld noW jXdge a Zicked ZoUld. IW alVo UaiVeV Whe imSoUWanW TXeVWion
conWained in Whe cloVing ZoUdV of YeUVe 17: Who can VWand? Onl\ WhoVe Zho haYe
aYailed WhemVelYeV of Whe gUace of God befoUe Whe Wime of jXdgmenW Zill be able Wo
VWand Zhen God dealV ZiWh Whe eaUWh in WhiV final SeUiod of gUeaW diVWUeVV. ThoVe Zho
Zill be VaYed in Whe GUeaW TUibXlaWion aUe deVcUibed in Whe ne[W chaSWeU.

c) Onl\ Vi[ VealV aUe oSened in WhiV chaSWeU; Whe VeYenWh iV noW oSened XnWil
Whe WUXmSeW jXdgmenWV aUe aboXW Wo be annoXnced (8:1). Of WheVe Vi[ VealV,
Whe fiUVW foXU foUm a gUoXS; Whe fifWh and Vi[Wh VWand b\ WhemVelYeV. Each of Whe
fiUVW foXU iV inWUodXced ZiWh a UideU on a hoUVe, fUom Zhich deUiYeV Whe famoXV
ShUaVe, XVed in man\ Za\V in nXmeUoXV foUmV of liWeUaWXUe , ³Whe foXU

hoUVemen of Whe ASocal\SVe.´>7@

d) When Whe VeYen VealV aUe bUoken, Whe jXdgmenWV of God aUe SoXUed oXW

on Whe eaUWh (cf. 6:1).[8]

An E[poViWional E[planaWion of ReYelaWion ChapWeU 7 ±
PaUW I

B. GeneUal DeVcUiSWion:

ThoXgh Whe chaSWeUV of ReYelaWion aUe noW all in chUonological VeTXence, chaSWeU 7
deSicWV a Vcene in heaYen WhaW  SUecedeV Whe Vecond coming of ChUiVW Wo Whe eaUWh.
ThoVe Veen in heaYen ZeUe Vaid Wo ³come oXW of Whe GUeaW TUibXlaWion´ (Y. 14). The
chaSWeU accoUdingl\ indicaWeV hoZ Whe\ Zill be maUYeloXVl\ bleVVed in heaYen afWeU WheiU
WUialV on eaUWh. The 144,000 Zill aSSeaU again (14:1±5), and Whe mXlWiWXde of maUW\UV
Zho ZeUe killed foU UefXVing Wo ZoUVhiS Whe beaVW aSSeaU again aW Whe Wime of Whe
UeVXUUecWion in 20:4. ThaW Whe\ aUe noW millennial VainWV VhoXld be eYidenW fUom Whe facW

WhaW Whe\ Zill be in heaYen befoUe God¶V WhUone, and Zill haYe been UeVXUUecWed.[9]
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BefoUe Whe final deYaVWaWion iV XnleaVhed, God VeWV aSaUW 144,000 Vealed oneV (7:1±8).
ReYelaWion 7 UecoUdV a SaUenWheViV beWZeen Whe Vi[Wh and VeYenWh VealV.
FUom Whe VeYeUiW\ of Whe jXdgmenWV, iW ZoXld aSSeaU WhaW noW a Vingle SeUVon coXld be
deliYeUed (6:17). The TXeVWion ZaV, ³Who Zill be able Wo VXUYiYe?´ (6:17). BXW Whe God of
ZUaWh iV alVo Whe God of meUc\. ReYelaWion 7 UecoUdV Whe manifeVWaWion of God¶V gUace in
Whe face of hiV ZUaWh b\ giYing WZo YiVionV of Whe Vealed and Whe Vlain. ThiV YiVion iV
beWZeen Whe bUeaking of Whe Vi[Wh and VeYenWh VealV, a SaWWeUn UeSeaWed beWZeen Whe
Vi[Wh and VeYenWh WUXmSeWV (10:1±11:13). FoU Whe ³foXU ZindV´ (7:1), Vee Daniel 7:2 and
JeUemiah 49:36. TheUe iV a diUecW UelaWionVhiS beWZeen Whe Vealing of WheVe ³VeUYanWV´
(7:3) and WheiU VafeW\. The\ aUe Vealed foU faiWhfXlneVV and VafeW\ (cf. 9:4). The ³Veal´ iV
a maUk of oZneUVhiS. IW doeV noW haYe Wo be YiVible Wo be Ueal (ESh. 4:30). The 144,000
(7:4) aUe idenWified aV coming fUom Whe WZelYe WUibeV of IVUael. The WUibe of Dan iV
miVVing, and JoVeSh iV inclXded inVWead of EShUaim. The imSoUWanW Whing iV WhaW Whe\ aUe
dUaZn fUom WZelYe gUoXSV. Since John did noW UeYeal Whe fXncWion of Whe 144,000, an\
YieZ conceUning WheiU Uole iV conjecWXUal. The SoinW iV WhaW Whe\ and a gUeaW mXlWiWXde Zill
be keSW WhUoXgh Whe TUibXlaWion and Zill make iW Vafel\ inWo Whe eWeUnal kingdom

(7:15±17). ThiV ma\ UelaWe Wo Whe SUoShec\ of Joel 2:3 (cf. 14:1, 3±4).[10]

ReY. 7:1±8 e[SlainV hoZ belieYeUV aUe Vealed Vo WhaW Whe\ can SeUVeYeUe WhUoXgh Whe
fiUVW foXU WUibXlaWionV enXmeUaWed in ch. 6. The YiVion in 7:9±17 UeYealV Whe heaYenl\
UeZaUd foU WhoVe Zho do SeUVeYeUe. IW amSlifieV Whe bUief SicWXUe of Whe VainWV in 6:9±11,
Zho haYe finall\ enWeUed inWo God¶V SUeVence afWeU haYing VXcceVVfXll\ comSleWed WheiU
coXUVe of VXffeUing (Vee eVS. 7:13±15). 7:9±17 alVo deVcUibeV Whe kind of UeVW WhaW Whe
e[alWed VainWV ZeUe Wold Wo enjo\ (6:11) ³XnWil Whe nXmbeU of WheiU felloZ VeUYanWV´ Zho
mXVW endXUe \eW fXUWheU VXffeUingV ³VhoXld be comSleWed.´ ThiV VecWion alVo e[SandV on
Zhen and hoZ God Zill begin Wo YindicaWe ChUiVWianV fUom Whe ZUong YeUdicW UendeUed
againVW Whem b\ Whe ZoUld, a Wheme likeZiVe inWUodXced in 6:9±11. SainWV Zho VXffeU in
Whe WUibXlaWion aUe encoXUaged Wo SeUVeYeUe aV Whe\ UeflecW on Whe diYine SUoWecWion Whe\
haYe WhUoXgh God¶V Vealing of Whem and aV Whe\ Uecall Whe SUomiVe of WheiU fXWXUe

heaYenl\ UeZaUd.[11]

IW VeemV eYidenW WhaW WheVe ³Zho haYe come oXW of Whe GUeaW TUibXlaWion´ haYe been
maUW\Ued and ZeUe When Vafe in heaYen. The\ ZeUe giYen Whe VSecial SUiYilege of being
befoUe God¶V WhUone and VeUYing Him da\ and nighW in HiV Wemple. The\ ZeUe
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SUoWecWed b\ God HimVelf, and neYeU again ZoXld Whe\ e[SeUience hXngeU « WhiUVW, oU
VcoUching heaW, ZiWh Whe imSlicaWion WhaW WhiV ZaV WheiU e[SeUience of VXffeUing on eaUWh.
The\ ZeUe XndeU Whe VSecial VheSheUd-caUe of Whe Lamb and ZeUe dUinking fUom
VpUingV of liYing ZaWeU. The naUUaWion conclXdeV ZiWh Whe comfoUWing WUXWh WhaW all WheiU

WeaUV Zill  be ZiSed aZa\.[12]

An E[poViWional E[planaWion of ReYelaWion ChapWeU 7 ±
PaUW II

A. GeneUal BackgUoXnd InfoUmaWion:

1. Like docXmenWV oU meUchandiVe Vealed and VWamSed Wo gXaUanWee WheiU conWenWV
and SUeYenW WamSeUing, God¶V VeUYanWV ZeUe Wo be maUked off aV HiV (cf. IV 44:5). God
had SUeYioXVl\ SUoWecWed hiV SeoSle in GoVhen dXUing Whe SlagXeV (E[ 8:28; 9:4; 11:7;
Vee commenW on ReY 5:6); Whe idea of a SUoWecWing Vign iV alVo an Old TeVWamenW image
(Gen 4:15; IV 66:19). HeUe iW iV Waken diUecWl\ fUom E]ekiel 9:4±6, ZheUe jXdgmenW coXld
noW begin XnWil Whe foUeheadV of Whe UighWeoXV (WhoVe Zho moXUned oYeU Whe Vin of WheiU
land) ZeUe maUked. The foUehead and Whe hand (E[ 13:9, 16; 28:38; DeXW 6:8; 11:18)
ZeUe Whe moVW naWXUal and obYioXV SaUWV of Whe bod\ foU WhiV maUking becaXVe Whe\ ZeUe

moVW diUecWl\ e[SoVed Wo YieZ.>13@

2. TheUefoUe, Whe Vealing of Whe VainWV e[SlainV fXUWheU hoZ ChUiVW Zill ³keeS Whem
fUom Whe hoXU of WUial,´ Zhich iV ³Wo WeVW Whe eaUWh-dZelleUV´ Zho haYe SeUVecXWed Whem
(cf. 6:10; Vee on 3:10 and 7:14 foU Whe Dan. 12:1 backgUoXnd conceUning Whe WUibXlaWion).
All WheVe connecWionV conceUn maWWeUV WhaW SUecede Whe final jXdgmenW and UeZaUd, Vo
ch. 7 mXVW fXncWion aV an inWeUlXde oU SaUenWheViV in iWV SlacemenW afWeU ch. 6. YeW Whe
chaSWeU alVo haV a fXWXUe aVSecW, eVSeciall\ WoZaUd Whe end (YY 15±17). FUom WhiV
SeUVSecWiYe, Whe chaSWeU iV alVo an anVZeU Wo Whe conclXding TXeVWion of 6:17, ³Zho iV
able Wo VWand´ befoUe God and noW VXffeU Whe ZUaWh of Whe laVW jXdgmenW? ThiV iV Whe
definiWiYe anVZeU Wo 6:17 and Whe main SoinW WoZaUd Zhich Whe YiVionaU\ naUUaWiYe of

7:9ff. dUiYeV.[14]

3. In WhiV UeVSecW, Whe ³gUeaW mXlWiWXde « VWaQGLQJ befoUe Whe WhUone´ ma\ be an
e[SliciW anVZeU Wo Whe TXeVWion of 6:17. ThiV iV Vo becaXVe (1) 6:17 and 7:9 aUe cloVe Wo
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each oWheU, and boWh XVe ıĲȘȝȚ (³VWand´); (2) boWh UefeU Wo SeoSle VWanding befoUe Whe
WhUone and Whe Lamb; (3) Whe SicWXUe of Whe Lamb ³VWanding´ befoUe Whe WhUone in 5:6 iV
cloVel\ aVVociaWed ZiWh hiV UeVXUUecWion e[iVWence, VXggeVWing WhaW WhoVe ³VWanding´
befoUe Whe WhUone in 7:9 (Zho aUe called ³VheeS´ in 7:17) aUe Whe UeVXUUecWed VainWV; and
(4) WhaW Whe VainWV aUe Vaid Wo VWand ³on Whe Vea of glaVV´ cloVe Wo a laWeU menWion of Whe
³Lamb´ (15:2±3) alVo UeflecWV Whe Lamb¶V UeVXUUecWion e[iVWence fUom 5:6. ıĲȘȝȚ
(³VWand´) coXld UefeU Wo UeVXUUecWion elVeZheUe ZiWh UegaUd Wo ChUiVW (10:5, 8; 14:1),

VainWV (11:11), and all of hXmaniW\ (20:12).[15]
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